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“What goes up, must come down.” That old
saying simply states the truth, and law, of cause
and effect. We believe it in the natural world but
sometimes have a hard time applying it to our
own lives. 

Mayor Bloomberg of New York City proposed
a citywide law banning sugary drinks from
being larger than 16 ounces if sold in restau-
rants, theaters, or stadiums. The New York City
statistics say 58% of their adults and 40% of
their public school students are obese (exces-
sively overweight). Supposedly, 6000 New
Yorkers die each year from obesity and its relat-
ed problems. I assume that these facts were
what prompted their board of health to pass his
proposal and send it on to becoming law. It is
being challenged in court, and at this point only
the future will tell us the outcome. 

Mayor Bloomberg says he is not restricting
people from drinking sugary drinks (after all,
they may buy two). What he does say is that his

proposal would keep “people from drinking
extra calories without thinking.” Cause and
effect—if there is a big drink in front of me, I
will drink it. How many other things “in front
of me” might have the same effect? 

We’ve all heard the adage, “An ounce of pre-
vention is worth a pound of cure.” Avoiding
temptation can make all the difference. Why
should an alcoholic not keep beer in the fridge?
Why should an ex-smoker not keep a pack of
cigarettes around? A wise person will recognize
and put distance between himself and his weak-
nesses. Now that is strength! Yes, we pray to
God for help and deliverance, but we have a
part to do in the struggle of the flesh. Run, don’t
walk, away from temptation to do wrong lest
you be found “drinking without thinking.”

“Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for
whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also
reap” (Galatians 6:7).

Cause and Effect —Clay Zimmerman
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The Bible in Ecclesiastes 4:12 says, “A three-
fold cord is not quickly broken.” While the home
is the hub of humanity, the foundational insti-
tution of society, it does not rise or fall inde-
pendently of everything else. There are other
God-ordained provisions and structures that are
also very important and contribute to the suc-
cess or failure of our homes. Two of these enti-
ties are the Christian church and the Christian
school or the Christian training of young peo-
ple. Today we want to briefly consider the value
and strength when this threefold cord of home,
church, and the Christian teaching of children
are united in the one common cause of main-
taining and propagating the Christian faith.

The Home
In past issues of this “Christian Home

Series,” we have already established the truth
of the indispensable role of the home. When
homes fail, at the rate they are in the twenty-
first century, society is clearly in serious trou-
ble. We have only begun to reap the bitter har-
vest. We need to rebuild the home structure!
This will only be done by a return to the
Biblical pattern and the associated values. This
Bible pattern is briefly stated in Colossians
3:18-20. “Wives, submit yourselves unto your
own husbands, as it is fit in the Lord.
Husbands, love your wives, and be not bitter

against them. Children, obey your parents in all
things: for this is well pleasing unto the Lord.”
Homes that follow this God-ordained plan are
still “the salt of the earth” and “the light of the
world.” 

Since our homes are not an island by them-
selves, we will consider the other two strategic
strands of this threefold cord. We will look
briefly at the church and then at Christian edu-
cation, via the Christian school.

The Church
God established the Christian church with

the sacred trust of proclaiming the saving
Gospel of Jesus Christ (Matthew 28:18-20; Acts
2:41-47; Ephesians 3:20, 21). Every home needs
a sound, Bible-believing, Bible-practicing
church!

Today many churches are failing by compro-
mising with an ungodly society. They no longer
have a clear message of salvation and deliver-
ance from sin that is possible through the aton-
ing blood of Christ, and through personal
repentance and faith. Rather, they have a social
emphasis of fun, games, and entertainment.
However, today as always, God has His faithful
church. Some families have moved long dis-
tances and made large financial sacrifices just
to be close to, and members in, a Biblical body
of believers.

The

Christian 
Home 

Series

–Marlin Kreider

Home, Church, and School—A Threefold Cord



Every home needs a church where the truth
of God’s Word is both preached and practiced.
The church must be a place where our children
hear the Gospel, so that when they come to the
age of understanding, they will respond to the
call and claims of Christ upon their life.

Dear friends, there are too many “one anoth-
er’s” in the New Testament to be all alone!
“Love one another, exhort one another, confess
your faults one to another, pray one for another,
submit one to another, be at peace among your-
selves, and lay down our lives for the brethren”
are a few of them. The Christian ordinances
are to be observed in the context of the collec-
tive body, the church. True Christianity is
more than talk. It is also a walk! (1 John 2:3-6)
God gives grace for those who are isolated or
imprisoned because of persecution and ridicule.
Otherwise, it is God’s will and plan for the
Christian to live and function as a member of
Jesus’ body, in harmony with a local congrega-
tion.

We need a church where like-minded fami-
lies are rearing their children in the fear of
God. This provides an ideal environment for
our children to establish wholesome friend-
ships and our youth to find godly marriage
partners. God’s plan is that the church and
home are complimentary, the one to the other.
Yes, every Christian and every home needs the
church for the reasons listed, plus many more
too numerous to mention here. Read the Bible
and see for yourself!

The School
The third strand in this threefold cord is the

formal education of the rising generation. If we
desire to pass on the faith, we cannot afford to
have our children under the influence of the
anti-Christian public school system. God’s peo-
ple have always taken seriously the training
and education of their children. Homeschooling
is an option, especially for those who are not
within reach of a good, Christian school.

Many have enjoyed the blessing of a church-
sponsored school, with Christian teachers and
a Bible-centered curriculum complimentary to
what the home and church are striving to
accomplish. One Christian coined a new word
and called it “we-ness.” Other proper terms

would be brotherhood, oneness, or together-
ness. We need more of this as God’s people in
this increasingly independent, individualistic,
self-centered society. The old patriot had a
valid point when he said, “We need to hang
together or they (the enemy) will hang us 
separately.” We can apply this principle in a
spiritual way to our lives as God’s people.

When home, church, school and the teaching
of children are entwined together like cords in
a rope, coupled with persevering prayer, sacrifi-
cial giving, and unwavering commitment to the
cause, it becomes a fortress to protect us and
our children from the tremendous pressures
that are coming upon us from Satan and the
corrupt culture around us. This is also a plat-
form to work from to advance the kingdom of
Jesus Christ.

When parents place themselves under the
authority of a local church, then they are in a
good position to teach their children principles
of God-delegated authority, both in word and
by example. Children are born with a nature
that’s prone to wrongdoing. Most children are
smart enough to manipulate parental weak-
nesses to their own advantage. Also in a
Christian school setting, children learn to
relate to another authority besides their par-
ents. Wise teachers sometimes see and address
needs that parents have either been blinded or
biased to. Remedial measures can be taken to
the benefit of both home and church. To func-
tion within this threefold cord requires humili-
ty and perseverance! Jesus taught us to follow
Him in humility. 

In the context of this threefold cord of home,
church, and school, there is abundant opportu-
nity to teach Bible truth, to train and develop
character, to uphold moral purity and other
values, to provide protection and security in a
hostile world. This is also fertile soil to develop
and prepare future fathers and mothers, teach-
ers, preachers, mission workers. This is God’s
will and plan for His people! No price is too
high to pay to be a part of this. Let us rise up
and make our contribution to the home, the
church, and the teaching of the next genera-
tion. It will make a threefold cord that cannot
be easily broken.
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Police in Halifax, Nova Scotia, got a report at 3:00
A.M. of a break-in. They had an easy time finding
the two thieves. They found one suspect near the
scene of the crime. The other one was nowhere in
sight. However, they heard the ring of a cell phone
coming from a large garbage bin nearby. They got
both the suspect and his cell phone he had forgotten
to turn off.

The way sin is discovered varies from culture to
culture and from time to time, but the principle goes
back to Bible times and will extend as long as
human life on this planet. Numbers 32:23 says, “Be
sure your sin will find you out.” Consider a few
examples in the Old Testament.

Cain didn’t have a cell phone, but the blood of
Abel whom he killed made a loud call. When Cain
was confronted by God about his sin, he acted as
though he knew nothing about it. But then the “cell
phone” rang. “What hast thou done? the voice of thy
brother’s blood crieth unto me from the ground”
(Genesis 4:10). 

The famous king of ancient Israel, David, thought
his “cell phone” was shut off. But the Lord left a
message through His prophet Nathan, which caused
repentance and an immediate confession of his sin of
immorality. There had also been repeated previous
messages from the vibrations of conscience, but
David had refused to acknowledge any of the calls.
He wrote later, “When I kept silence, my bones waxed
old through my roaring all the day long. For day and
night thy hand was heavy upon me: my moisture is
turned into the drought of summer. Selah. I acknowl-
edged my sin unto thee, and mine iniquity have I not
hid. I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the
LORD; and thou forgavest the iniquity of my sin.
Selah” (Psalm 32:3-5). 

Joseph’s brothers turned a deaf ear to many calls
of conscience regarding their jealous mistreatment
of Joseph. But eventually their sin found them out.
After Joseph had  initially tested their integrity,
“They said one to another, We are verily guilty con-
cerning our brother, in that we saw the anguish of
his soul, when he besought us, and we would not
hear; therefore is this distress come upon us. And
Reuben answered them, saying, Spake I not unto you,
saying, Do not sin against the child; and ye would
not hear? therefore, behold, also his blood is
required” (Genesis 42:21, 22). Their “cell phones”
sounded a few more times, flooding them with guilt,

before Joseph identified himself.
In the New Testament, we read of a “cell phone”

with the sound of a rooster crowing. Peter heard it
after he had denied Jesus three times. “Then began
he to curse and to swear, saying, I know not the man.
And immediately the cock crew. And Peter remem-
bered the word of Jesus, which said unto him, Before
the cock crow, thou shalt deny me thrice. And he
went out, and wept bitterly” (Matthew 26:74, 75).

Not only were the sins of Cain, Saul, David,
Joseph’s brothers, and Peter discovered, but many
other sins were exposed like those of Achan, Judas,
Sapphira, Balaam, Miriam, and Judah. And in more
recent times, many political figures have had hidden
sin exposed. Think, for instance, of Bill Clinton,
Prince Charles, and Conrad Black.

But whether we are well-known or little-known,
the principle applies to everyone. Ecclesiastes 12:14
says, “For God shall bring every work into judgment,
with every secret thing, whether it be good, or
whether it be evil.” 

How much better it is to voluntarily expose and
confess one’s sins. Daniel Crocker had quite a deci-
sion to make in 1998. Should he confess that he had
murdered a nineteen-year-old woman when he was
high on LSD nineteen years earlier? Shortly after
the murder, he quit doing drugs, began to attend
church, returned to the teachings of his Christian
parents, and married a woman from church. Nobody
had any idea he had committed murder. He came to
the conclusion that he needed to confess his crime.
His wife agreed. So, he said good-bye to her and
their two small children and flew from his home in
Virginia to Kansas City. Soon after, he met with
prosecutors and subsequently was sentenced to
prison. He became eligible for parole in 2008. He
amazed the authorities by his voluntary confession.
Daniel said, “It is hard for me and my wife and our
children, but it is the right thing to do.” 
“He that covereth his sins shall not prosper: but

whoso confesseth and forsaketh them shall have
mercy” (Proverbs 28:13). 

Whether or not you have a cell phone, take heed
to Isaiah 29:15, “Woe unto them that seek deep to
hide their counsel from the LORD, and their works
are in the dark, and they say, Who seeth us? and who
knoweth us?” The wages of sin is death—so quit
before payday.

Feature Article for Youth . . .
Cell Phone Rings

by Howard Bean
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The fact that we are here on earth and a world
of life is flourishing about us has always stirred
the thinking mind. It all had to start sometime,
somehow, somewhere. These marvels of life,
along with a soul in need of spiritual rest, have
caused men to seek God by worshiping spirits
and gods. “The heavens declare the glory of God;
and the firmament sheweth his handiwork. There
is no speech nor language, where their voice is not
heard” (Psalm 19:1, 3).

In turn, God has placed a revelation of Himself
among men. This has given many people, who
believed God’s Word, peace with themselves and
their fellowman. They have a personal rela -
tionship with their Creator who put spirit in
them.
“God the LORD . . . spread forth the earth, 

and . . . giveth breath unto the people upon it, and
spirit to them that walk therein” (Isaiah 42:5).
____________________________________________

There is one explanation of origins, 
of course, that has stood throughout 

history and fits the facts.
____________________________________________

However, people rebel against this inner need
to find rest, and many do not make peace with
their Creator. They may emotionally deny any
need for God. But they unwittingly show their tie
to the supernatural. If man were a non-moral
being, he would not care about right and wrong
or conceive of eternal consequences.

Abraham Lincoln, reflecting on man’s eternal
nature, said: “Surely God would not have created
a being such as man, with an ability to grasp the
infi nite, to exist only for a day! No, no. Man was
made for immortality.”

Rapid advances in technology today have taken
us to the far reaches of space and the inner sanc -

tums of genes and molecules. All is in harmony
with the Bible and an intelligent Creator. The
life less wastes of space show that the earth is the
unique place where God has placed life. The com -
plex information in DNA and genetics prove
there’s no accident here!

Despite these facts, man in self-confidence is
going to a great extent to reinterpret the data
with out God. Secular humanism exercises a 
faith that says we arrived here by accidental,
undirected nat ural processes.

The Big Bang Theory
For more than 40 years the “Big Bang” has

been the all-encompassing answer to the intrica-
cies of our world and universe. Scientists report
to us (as if it is proven) that 10 to 20 billion years
ago, out of nothing, came an infinitesimal uni-
verse (the size of a pinhead or less)! This rapidly
expanded and then exploded into our present cos-
mos of stars and bil lions of galaxies. (This is an
illustration of the state ment that the more radi-
cal the idea about the unknown, the more likely
superstitious people are to believe it.)

This theory was first proposed by astronomer
George Lemaitre of Belgium in 1927. He called it
the primeval atom. However, Sir Fred Hoyle, who
promoted the “Steady State Theory,” called
Lemaitre’s idea “The Big Bang.” By 1964 when
sci entists discovered radiation in the universe
(they called it background radiation) most 
scientists accepted this view. The “Big Bang” sup-
posedly caused this radiation.

Nominal Christian theologians and scientists
then felt pressured to accommodate the “Big
Bang” to their beliefs and called it God’s way of
creating. In doing so, they predestined them-
selves to fall when the next scientific theory is
upset.

What About the Big Bang?
“Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all the host of them. And on the seventh day

God ended his work which he had made” (Genesis 2:1, 2).

–Elvin Stauffer
SCIENCE

THE BIBLE ANDTHE BIBLE AND
SCIENCE 
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Scientists are beginning to find big problems
with the Big Bang scenario. The universe and
solar system rotations are fine-tuned. With a big
bang there should not be any galaxies out there
at all. If the sun and planets came out of an
explosion they should all be spinning the same
way. However, Uranus, Venus, and eleven plane-
tary moons rotate “backwards” in their own
unique style. Also scien tific laws would prohibit
stars from condensing from hot gas clouds.

Problems With the Big Bang
First of all, before there was matter in the void

of space there could not have been a “big bang.”
Sound is made by compressed waves of air mole-
cules. In the vacuum of space there is no sound.

The most obvious error is in what an explosion
produces—disorder. Energy without intelligent
control is destructive. A tornado roaring through
a junkyard could not assemble the parts of a trac-
tor. Neither could a watch accidentally fall
together and work with precise accuracy even if
someone tum bled the parts in a jar indefinitely.
The scientific law of entropy (degeneration) sug-
gests things falling apart more easily than stick-
ing together. The more energy that is applied, the
more destructive it is. The sun’s radiation would
have killed any early life before it started rather
than assisting it. But many things in nature such
as DNA and RNA molecules do work with preci-
sion, showing intelligent design.

Two scientists, Gellar and Huchra, began to
chart the universe, hoping to further confirm the
Big Bang theory. An explosion should spread mat-
ter evenly through the universe. To their chagrin,
space was “lumpy.” The galaxies were in clusters
with long empty spaces between.

Some astronomers have acknowledged that
“the present evidence does not warrant an im-
plicit belief in the standard Big Bang picture.”
Another stated that this “cosmology . . . is . . . a
very large intellectual edifice based on very few
facts.” Some scientists are calling for the replac-
ing of the Big Bang theory because they feel it is
no longer a valid theory. Other theories are being
proposed with equal validity and equal fallacies.

To combat the problem of order arising from
dis order, a new science is being promoted called
“chaos theory.” This stands in contradiction to
the proven second law of thermodynamics, that
the energy/matter of the universe is moving
down ward (entropy) to a less usable state. They
see order arising from chaos in such things as
whirlpools in turbulent, rushing water. But even
this follows laws established by God. Yet, with
much talk and conjecture, chaos theory is being
promoted as the savior of evolution. Scientists

receive recognition and prizes for theories
describing how order could come out of disorder. 

This is a demonstration of how man can see
what he wants to see despite the facts. They do it
all math ematically and philosophically by manip-
ulations on computers and paper. None is experi-
mental or worked out in real life.

The Biblical Explanation
There is one explanation of origins, of course,

that has stood throughout history and fits the
facts. “By the word of the LORD were the heavens
made; and all the host of them by the breath of his
mouth. Let all the earth fear the LORD: let all the
inhabitants of the world stand in awe of him. For
he spake, and it was done; he commanded, and it
stood fast” (Psalm 33:6, 8, 9). 

After God created everything, He saw that “it
was very good” (Genesis 1:31). The observable
deterioration of material things shows it all start-
ed in a high degree of order and perfection but is
moving toward disor der. “Of old hast thou laid
the foundation of the earth: and the heavens are
the work of thy hands. They shall perish, . . . all of
them shall wax old like a garment; . . . and they
shall be changed: but thou art the same, and thy
years shall have no end” (Psalm 102:25-27).

The big bang will occur at the end of the world
instead of at the beginning as evolutionists say.
“But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in

the night; in the which the heavens shall pass
away with a great noise, and the elements shall
melt with fervent heat, the earth also and the
works that are therein shall be burned up.
Wherefore, . . . be diligent that ye may be found of
him in peace, without spot, and blameless”
(2 Peter 3:10, 14). What we believe about God
and our world will make a difference!

God draws us to Himself, and we worship Him
because of His marvelous works in the earth. The
work of the Holy Spirit then guides our minds
“into all truth” (John 16:13) as we consider the
facts by faith in God. Thus the believer, with his
Bible, understands more than the scientist can
see in his telescope and microscope. By faith we
do not invent a lot of questions and read into
God’s Word a lot of things that are not there.
This avoids many “weird” ideas that seem to be
proliferating today by “spiri tualizing” people.
The physical world (God’s work) is the only com-
plementary evidence we place with Bible revela-
tion (God’s Word).

Finally, “Seeing then that all these things shall
be dis solved, what manner of persons ought ye to
be in all holy conversation and godliness” 
(2 Peter 3:11).

Responsible living is evidence of correct belief.
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I don’t believe we can do justice in describing
what it means to be a Christian, apart from an
observation on human nature itself. It has been
said, “We are more like Adolph Hitler than like
Jesus Christ.” This is essentially true of the fallen
nature of the human race and a good antidote to
the illusion of believing that we are all supposedly
“good” people. Without God, the human potential
for vileness and perversion is almost unlimited.

However, this quote about Hitler versus Jesus
has now come through from a Christian organiza-
tion as being true of Christians and unbelievers
alike. This grossly misrepresents the reality of
being a Christian. 

There are plenty of advocates for “faith only”
salvation (one that doesn’t change the character
of the believer). It is as though in pursuing the
remotest hint of personal responsibility for salva-
tion, or for leaving off the sins of the past in the
pursuit of righteousness, we somehow short-
change the grace of God and the Gospel of Jesus
Christ. The problem lies on the other side. The
real shortchanging of the Gospel denies its trans-
forming power, that of deliverance from sin unto
the fruit of holiness, as described in the Bible. If
the Bible is not the authority on the essence of
Christianity, then what is?

There are aspects of the Gospel that call for
simple belief. That Christ is the Son of God, that
He died for our sins, and that He rose from the
dead must be accepted through faith. “He that
cometh to God must believe that he is” (Hebrews
11:6). This is foundational to any relationship
with God. If we can’t believe Him, we cannot
receive Him. However, the second aspect of faith
assumes a response from the recipient. “He is a
rewarder of them that diligently seek him”
(Hebrews 11:6). This is not a call to mere knowl-

edge, but to action. Restated, the Gospel does not
save those who give mere assent to certain facts,
however true they are. It saves those who act
upon the offer of salvation.

The power of God unto salvation transforms
lost, rebellious sinners, into people humbly obedi-
ent to the command and rule of God. These are
they who continue in His Word, the Bible. They
are His disciples indeed, and they bear the fruit of
righteousness through faith in Jesus Christ. Jesus
describes the ongoing nature of the relationship.
“Every branch in me that beareth not fruit he

taketh away. If a man abide not in me, he is cast
forth as a branch, and is withered; and men gath-
er them, and cast them into the fire, and they are
burned” (John 15:2, 6).

Redefining salvation by bringing it down to a
mere statement of belief is folly. It marks Jesus as
saving people in their sins, not from their sins.
Further, it offers a hope and assurance to people
who have claim on neither—and this is the great-
est of all possible tragedies—the failure to be pre-
pared to face God in judgment.

Claims of having no responsibility for Christian
living sets well with people wanting no such
responsibility. What could be better than being
saved by believing in some outside, irresistible
force (merely for giving assent that such a force
supposedly exists), and then to go on with no life
accountability to the one doing the saving?
Because of this, what it means to truly be a
Christian, has confused and confounded many,
especially in recent generations.

Thus it is especially pertinent in our day to
define the essence of the Gospel in the same
Biblical terms in which they were given. We can
be assured that Jesus knew exactly where He was
going with the subject. So how did He approach it?

The

CHURCH in SOCIETY

–Lester Troyer

The Essential Nature of Christianity
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Jesus’ first recorded preaching is that of
repentance (Matthew 4:17). This message fol-
lowed hard on the same preaching from John the
Baptist. Repentance means a readiness to give a
full, accurate accounting of sinfulness. Far from
being “works salvation,” repentance is the per-
suasion that we are in over our heads in guilt
and condemnation, with no personal resources to
satisfy God. Far from a discovery of being saved,
repentance is the discovery of being lost and
without hope before the holy God (strangers
from the covenant without hope—Ephesians
2:12). 

The terms of repentance are very practical. In
the ministry of John the Baptist, he did not leave
the people ignorant of their sins. He plainly told
them what they must do. He zeroed in on the
cheating temptations of tax collectors. He dared to
command people with extra sets of clothing to
give to those who had none. He ordered content-
ment with the paycheck and preached to soldiers
fairness and justice! His baptisms required confes-
sion of sins and evidence of a turnaround
(Matthew 3:5-8).

In fact, Jesus’ last messages were also calls to
repentance. Jesus held forth graphic warnings to
five of seven churches (Revelation 2, 3). Meeting
the conditions of repentance was a necessary step
to their very survival. In this, Jesus revealed their
liability for sin and offered the remedy of repen-
tance as the solution. This would yield the kind of
surrender to God that breaks up bondage to sinful
patterns. But repentance of necessity engages
human will and human effort. It is God asking us
to turn ourselves over to Him. In this light “do
nothing” Christians have nothing done for them.
Yet the “faith only” people seem to fear that the
slightest human involvement in salvation invali-
dates salvation by faith.
“This is life eternal, that they might know thee

the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou
hast sent” (John 17:3). How do we follow God
through Jesus Christ? Jesus specifically called
people to follow Him. That’s how He chose twelve
apostles. He called. They left what they were
doing and followed. This is the calling of disciple-
ship, making it possible to be with Jesus and to
follow Him.

Discipleship was the central theme of His rela-
tionship to would-be followers (Christians, if you
please). “Then said Jesus unto his disciples, If any
man will come after me, let him deny himself, and
take up his cross, and follow me” ( Matthew
16:24). “He that findeth his life shall lose it: and

he that loseth his life for my sake shall find it”
(Matthew 10:39).

There is not a hint here, or anywhere, that fol-
lowing Jesus in discipleship would in any way con-
flict with faith. Neither does following Jesus lead
into legalism. Further, not only did the disciple-
ship theme survive through the whole of Jesus’
ministry, He actually brought discipleship into His
final charge to them.
“Go ye therefore, and teach [make disciples of]

all nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost:
teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I
have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you
alway, even unto the end of the world” (Matthew
28:19, 20).

Let us accept the challenge to follow the nar-
row way that leads to life. “Enter ye in at the
strait gate: for wide is the gate, and broad is the
way, that leadeth to destruction, and many there
be which go in thereat” (Matthew 7:13).

Jesus said, “Not every one that saith unto me
Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heav-
en; but he that doeth the will of my Father which
is in heaven” (Matthew 7:21).

It Is Well With My Soul
When peace, like a river, attendeth my way,
When sorrows like sea billows roll; 
Whatever my lot, Thou hast taught me to say,
It is well, it is well with my soul.

Though Satan should buffet, though trials should
come,

Let this blest assurance control,
That Christ hath regarded my helpless estate,
And hath shed His own blood for my soul.

My sin! O the bliss of this glorious thought, 
My sin! Not in part, but the whole,
Is nailed to His cross, and I bear it no more. 
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, O my soul!

And, Lord, haste the day when my faith shall be
sight,

The clouds be rolled back as a scroll,
The trump shall resound and the Lord shall

descend.
"Even so," it is well with my soul.

—Horatio G. Spafford, 1873



Reaching Out - page 10

I remember from high school the feeling of
fear that would rise up within me whenever I
heard someone refer to my “permanent
records.” Our permanent records were a sheaf
of papers somewhere in a file cabinet in the
principal’s office. Today they would be hidden
away in a computer file somewhere.

One of the most important entries into my
permanent records each year was a copy of my
grades. I suspected also that any serious infrac-
tions of the school rules would also get recorded.
We students were never allowed to peer into our
permanent records, but they were predestined
to follow us wherever we would go. Those
records would tell colleges and employers
whether or not they should accept us or hire us.

One of the scary things about those perma-
nent records was the fact that they could never
be erased. No amount or reform or “turning
over new leaves” could dispel the influence of
the things I had done.

Since those days many laws have been passed
somewhat limiting the effect of such permanent
records and allowing us to access them more
easily. I could, no doubt, go back to my high
school and request a personal copy of those
records. I might even find out what my I.Q. was!

The computer age has introduced new and
scary concerns about our records. Computer
hackers may well be able to break into very pri-
vate information such as our bank accounts,
credit card information, and the like. For those
who get involved in the many social sites on the
internet, the danger of private information (if
shared with “friends”) may well get into the
hands of people who are not friends. New laws
and ways of trying to protect such information

cannot keep up with the frightening possibility
of exposure. 

Some of the most hidden evidence of our lives
and actions may be revealed to others and could
incriminate us. We see this repeatedly happen-
ing in the political realm as aspiring politicians
rise only to be silenced by the revelation of
information they thought was hidden from pub-
lic view. It may be that some convicting evidence
can be kept hidden indefinitely. However, the
true usually comes out. 

However, there is one set of permanent
records that cannot be altered or hidden. They
are God’s permanent records. Many people are
completely unaware of this set of records, but
they should strike terror to the heart of anyone
who is not right with God. These records are
described in the Bible. “I saw the dead, small
and great, stand before God; and the books were
opened: and another book was opened, which is
the book of life: and the dead were judged out of
those things which were written in the books,
according to their works” (Revelation 20:12). 

The things that we have said and done, and
even the things that we have meditated on in
secret, will one day be revealed in the presence
of a holy God. If we have done what is right and
have surrendered our lives to God, we will not
face condemnation. If we have done what is
wrong, we will suffer the consequences.

Unlike many of our “permanent records”
here on earth, there is a way to “alter” these
records so that the incriminating evidence will
not be held against us. “If we walk in the light
[of God], as he is in the light, we have fellowship
one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ
his Son cleanseth us from all sin” (1 John 1:7).

The World Today
–Roger L. Berry

Your Permanent Records!
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In order to “alter” God’s records, we need to
confess our sins, repent of them, and surrender
our lives to Jesus Christ. “Let the wicked forsake
his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts:
and let him return unto the LORD, and he will
have mercy upon him; and to our God, for he will
abundantly pardon” (Isaiah 55:7). 

Permanent records and even computerized
records of our actions and business dealings pale
into insignificance beside the books that will one
day be opened to judge you and me. Where do
you stand? Take Jesus’ way and you will be
delivered from the fear of the consequences of
your permanent records.

Freedom From Fear

We are living in a world of fear and turmoil.
There is a way to find deliverance from fear.
This is the way:

Find Salvation in Jesus Christ

Jesus said, “I am the way, the truth, and 
the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by
me. And ye shall know the truth, and the truth
shall make you free” (John 14:6; 8:32). 

Repent of Sin

“Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that
your sins may be blotted out, when the times of
refreshing shall come from the presence of the
Lord” (Acts 3:19). 

Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ 

Jesus said, “He that believeth and is baptized
shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be
damned” (Mark 16:16).

Follow Christ Daily

Jesus said, “If any man will come after me, let
him deny himself, and take up his cross daily,
and follow me. For whosoever will save his life
shall lose it: but whosoever will lose his life for
my sake, the same shall save it” (Luke 9:23, 24). 

Walk in Obedience to Christ’s
Commandments

Jesus said, “Ye are my friends, if ye do what-
soever I command you” (John 15:14).
“Herein is my Father glorified, that ye bear

much fruit; so shall ye be my disciples” (John
15:8).

Live in Light of Christ’s Return

“Be ye therefore ready also: for the Son of man
cometh at an hour when ye think not” (Luke
12:40). 
“The end of all things is at hand: be ye there-

fore sober, and watch unto prayer” (1 Peter 4:7). 
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